Honors Modern American History, 1945-1991
Mr. Attaway, Room 2002
Civil Rights Project
Over the next few weeks you will investigate a problem that deals with a particular area of civil rights in the United States today, and come up with a solution to that problem. This is a multi-part project, so do not procrastinate in completing the tasks listed below.
First, identify a specific problem dealing with civil rights in the United States today. (Suggestions are listed on the next page. You are NOT limited to these suggestions.) Second, research the history/background of your chosen problem. (Include your sources, using either MLA, APA, or Turabian standards.) Third, come up with a unique solution to your chosen problem and present it—both in a letter to at least one (1) politician at the appropriate level of government AND a brief Power Point Presentation, Google Site, or Prezi .

You will choose to research one of the people or events listed on the next page. Approach this assignment as a historian would: find artifacts (actual historical pieces or primary sources), research why those artifacts are significant, and create a document: a Power Point Presentation, a Prezi (https://prezi.com/), or a Google site
Please report your chosen subject to Mr. Attaway before your begin. You may conduct research with other students, but you must conduct your own research, write your own letters, and present your own solution. Before you begin, determine what exactly the questions you want answered are that will guide your research.
II. Conduct research to complete your project. You are expected to do most of this on your own time. If you need access to technology, please see Mr. Attaway as soon as possible.

A. It is all right (and expected) for you to come up with even more questions as you conduct your research. Be sure to document these questions when they come to you.


B. Come up with a working/running bibliography as you do your research. Document your sources and be ready to turn them in with your final report.


C. Due date for the project is November 1, 2018. For Presentations, Prezis, or Sites, be sure to share your document or send me a link. Be sure to print out copies of your letters. You will be docked a letter grade for each day the presentation is turned in late.
Possible Civil Rights Problem Topics
· Accessibility to the workplace/educational setting for the disabled

· Affirmative action policies creating new problems

· Affirmative action policies not going far enough

· Attack on a woman’s right to choose to carry forward a pregnancy

· Discrimination against conservative students and staff in education

· Environmental discrimination (e.g. Flint Water Crisis)

· Gun control legislation

· Police brutality against certain groups
· Inequities in the criminal justice system
· Legal discrimination against members of LGBTQ community

· “Papers Please” laws that target immigrant communities

· Politically correct speech policies that restrict freedom of expression

· Rape culture in America today
· Separation of refugee families

· Solitary confinement in prisons

· Stop-and-frisk laws in larger cities
