JFK & Camelot Power Point Presentation

Slide 1 / John F. Kennedy and Camelot
Upper left: President Kennedy

Upper right: JFK and his family—Jacqueline, holding John-John; Caroline; and President Kennedy

Bottom: JFK’s Cabinet
Slide 2 / Background and Early Years
Left: JFK’s family—his father and mother, Joseph, Sr. & Rose; Joe, Jr. who died in Europe during WWII; John, second oldest, married to Jacqueline Bouvier; Rosemary, who suffered from mental illness and was institutionalized in Wisconsin; Kathleen; Eunice, who married public servant Sargent Shriver; Patricia, who married actor Peter Lawford; Robert, who married Ethel Skakel; Jean, who married Stephen Smith; and Theodore “Teddy,” who was married twice.
Middle: JFK at prep school

Right: JFK after graduating from Harvard University
Slide3 / Background and Adult Years
Left: Commander in U.S. Navy during WWII
Middle: Elected to U.S. House of Representatives, representing his grandfather’s district.

Right: Wedding day with Jacqueline (Jackie)
Slide 4 / Campaign for President, 1960
Major Issues of the 1960 Presidential Campaign:
· Relations with the Soviet Union
· Arms race (e.g. the “missile gap”)
· Economy was heading into recession
· The Cuban Revolution and communism expansion into the Western Hemisphere
· Civil rights for African Americans
Slide 5 / Foreign Affairs of the Kennedy Administration 
Along with the issues on the slide—nuclear arms race, containment of the USSR, Berlin Wall was erected, signing of the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, establishing the Peace Corps, the Bay of Pigs Invasion of Cuba, and the Cuban Missile Crisis—Vietnam was also an issue.
· JFK continued Eisenhower’s policy of supporting the South Vietnamese regime.

· JFK was troubled by the continued support of the insurgents (Viet Cong), so he sent in thousands of American military advisers to help the South Vietnamese government and military.
· The leader of South Vietnam, Ngo Nguyen Diem, was assassinated in a  military coup d’etat in November 1963.

Slide 6 / Fallout from the Failure of the Bay of Pigs Invasion
Bay of Pigs Invasion, April 1961
· It was Eisenhower’s, Nixon’s, and Allen Dulles’ plan to retake Cuba and kill Castro.

· Disastrous results led to the slaughter of anti-Castro rebels and to the capture of thousands of others.

JFK authorizes Operation Mongoose—RFK’s plan to use the CIA to kill Castro

Slide 7 / Domestic Policies of JFK
Steel crisis of early 1961
· JFK threatened both management and unions to get them to resolve the strike

Tax cuts: top marginal tax rate fell from 91% to 54%, but also got rid of several tax loopholes

Raised the minimum wage

The Justice Department went after organized crime with newly passed RICO laws (RICO = Racketeer-Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act)

· Jimmy Hoffa, president of the Teamsters Union, was imprisoned for laundering pension funds for the Italian mafia

Supported, albeit not until 1963, the modern civil rights movement by providing federal marshals to rescue Freedom Riders, and proposing a 20th-century Civil Rights Act.

· JFK’s Civil Rights Act passed the House, but was filibustered in the Senate by Southern Democrats, most notably Strom Thurmond of South Carolina.

Slide 8 / Camelot
The Kennedy administration was known as Camelot due to the similarities with the Arthurian legend. A beautiful young couple, JFK and Jackie, who energetic and sought to eradicate oppression (poverty, racism, etc.) and fight a strong foe (the Soviet Union). JFK, like Arthur, surrounded himself with his version of the Knights of the Round Table—the best and brightest minds in every field in America (for example, the CEO of General Motors, Robert McNamara, became the Secretary of Defense; the ambassador to the United Nations was Adlai Stevenson, former governor of  Illinois and twice Democratic candidate for President). There was also a love triangle as well—Jackie Kennedy, President Kennedy, and several mistresses JFK had (e.g. Marilyn Monroe).
Slide 9 / End of Camelot
On a campaign trip to Texas for his upcoming re-election bid, President Kennedy was assassinated while riding in a limousine with Governor Connally of Texas and their wives. He died on 22 November 1963.
