Self-Questioning Taxonomy for History Texts
Level of Thinking
Comprehension Self-Assessment

Focusing Questions____________________       
Creating


“I have created new knowledge about the past.”

* “How has this author changed what I understand?”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluating

“I can critically examine this author’s conclusions/

* “Who is the author and how has the author’s perspective




interpretations/explanations.”



influenced the telling of this history?”










* “What conclusions/interpretations/explanations does the










author provide?”










* “How did the author find out? What is the evidence? 










How can we evaluate this evidence?”










* “What other conclusions/interpretations/explanations










could be justified by the evidence?”










* “Does the author have an attitude, and if so, about what?”










* “Whose viewpoints are not presented? What might be










their perspectives?”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Analyzing

“I can understand why.”



* “What happened? What caused it to happen?”









* “What changed and what remained the same?”










* “Who benefitted from the changes? Who did not?”










* “How does the author talk about the effect of past











decisions or actions on future choices?”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Applying


“I can use my understanding to better understand

* “How can I connect my experiences and knowledge to 




how the past influences my life and world.”

what this author is telling me?”










* “How does studying the past help me understand my











life and my world?”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Understanding

“I can understand what the author is telling me about
* “What does this author want me to understand about the




the past.”





past?”










* “What questions does the author ask of the past?”









* “How did people in this time period view their lives and











the world?”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remembering

“I can recall specific details, information, and ideas
.”
* “What do I need to remember to make sense of the past?”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*  From “Reading Like an Insider,” by Doug Buehl; Exchange (2009), page 5.
