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Honors Modern U.S. History:

Critical Reading of “Harry S Truman on the Bombing of Hiroshima, 1945”
Instructor: Mr. Attaway, Room 2002
1. Read the document, “Harry S. Truman on the Bombing of Hiroshima, 1945” by President Harry S Truman (D-KS). As you read the document by yourself, circle what you think are the key, or important, terms that President Truman uses in this account.
2. Number each paragraph of the document.
3. With a partner, compare and contrast what each of you thought were the key terms. Discuss any differences each of you has. Once you have come to an agreement on what the key terms are, be sure you each have the same key terms circled.

4. Re-read President Truman’s speech, this time underlining any claims he made regarding the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan. Once done, again discuss with the same partner (in #3) what each of you thought were President Truman’s claims.
5. Re-read the text again, this time making sure any questions (with a question mark--?—next to the unknown text) are placed in the margins of the text. Once done with the document, using the pad of Post-It notes at your desk, write down each question on a separate Post-It note and place your initials on the back of it. When done with your questions, place it sheet of paper on the blackboard.
6. Once everyone has had a chance to post their questions, Mr. Attaway will facilitate a question and answer session revolving around the posted questions. If you know the answer to a classmate’s question, please feel free to raise your hand and respond when called upon.

7. Once the student-created questions are answered, work with your partner to answer the following basic questions below:
· When did the atomic bombing of Hiroshima take place?

· What other sites in Japan were considered to be targets for atomic bombing?

· How long was it estimated that it would take the Eighth and Tenth Armies to “bring Japan to her knees?

Critical Reading of President Truman’s Reflection on Hiroshima (cont.)

8. Then both your partner and you need to answer the higher-order questions below, based on the document:
· Who was Henry Stimson?

· Why was Kyoto rejected as a potential bombing site?

· What did President Truman see as some of the atomic bomb’s postwar, civilian benefits?

9. By yourself, answer the following question on a separate page, being sure to include a thesis statement, your examples proving your point, and a conclusion. Question: Was President Truman justified in killing thousands of civilians with the use of the atomic bomb in Japan at the end of WWII? Why?

